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Agenda

 Industry Snapshot
 State of the Program
 Updated Type Approval Guidance
 5 Year Renewal
 Alternate Components
 Multiple Independent Laboratories (ILs)

 Program Resources



USCG BWMS Program Overview

 Office of Operating & Environmental Standards
 Regulation & policy program manager
 3rd Party Independent Laboratory manager

 Marine Safety Center
 Type approval manager

 Office of Commercial Vessel Compliance
 Compliance manager



BWMS Snapshot

 LOI Register
 60 Systems
 49 Manufacturers
 56 Completed Readiness Evaluations

 Submissions
 41 Submitted Applications
 38 Approved Systems



State of the Program

 2018: 15 Certificates 
(10 Amendments)

 2019: 24 Certificates 
(19 Amendments)

 2020: 38 Certificates 
(38 Amendments)



5 Year Renewal

 Certificate Renewal
 Each Certificate valid for 5 years

 Renew in writing to the Marine Safety 
Center before the certificate expires
 At least 30 days prior to expiration date: 

if no system changes
 Renewal Statement “No changes have 

been made to the BWMS equipment or 
OMSM and the BWMS continues to 
meet the requirements of 46 CFR 
162.060.” 



Alternate Components

 CG-OES Policy Letter 03-20
 Design comparison between original 

component and alternate component
 Results evaluated by IL to determine 

scope of testing 
 IL should holistically re-examine the 

system performance and ability to 
meet 46 CFR 162.060

 Filters
 Alternate Filter
 Modified Filter



Multiple Independent Laboratories

 CG-OES Policy Letter 01-20
 Multiple ILs may be used: with 

oversight from a single IL
 ILs may accept test results from sub-

labs of another IL
 Coordinating IL
 Evaluate all test results
 Only IL listed on the type approval 

certificate



Program Resources

 www.dco.uscg.mil/msc/ballast-water

http://www.dco.uscg.mil/msc/ballast-water


Contact Information

 Marine Safety Center
 msc@uscg.mil

 Approved Labs and BWMS
 Coast Guard Maritime Information Exchange (CGMIX): 

https://cgmix.uscg.mil
 USCG BWMS Type Approval Team
 LCDR Kirstin Haas: Kirstin.M.Haas@uscg.mil
 LT Ben McKeathen: Benjamin.J.McKeathen@uscg.mil

mailto:msc@uscg.mil
https://cgmix.uscg.mil/
mailto:Kirstin.M.Haas@uscg.mil
mailto:Benjamin.J.McKeathen@uscg.mil


Teamwork * Excellence * Innovation * People

Questions and Answers
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